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Nicols the isogyre is a black right-angled cross. Hence the interference pattern is that shown in Fig. 100. From a measurement of the diameters of the rings the difference in the
FIG. too.
FIG. 99.
two  principal   indices   of  refraction   of   the   crystal   can   be obtained.
For a discussion of methods of distinguishing the character of double refraction by means of a plate of selenite for which
7f
$ = -, as well as for other special cases, cf. Liebisch, Physik.
&
Krystallogr., or Winkelmann's Handbuch der Physik, Optik. parallel to the optic axes, make with each other upon emergence from the plate. With •the aid of the law of refraction the angle between the optic axes themselves may be calculated from this, if the mean principal velocity b within the crystal be known. The apparent angle between the optic axes is measured by rotating the crystal about an axis perpendicular to the plane of the optic axes, and thus bringing the traces of the optic axes successively into the middle of the field of view, i.e. under the crosshairs. The angle through which the crystal is rotated is read off on a graduated circle. The apparatus constructed for measuring this angle is called a stauroscope.
